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"Growing Excellence"

P rincipal's Message

As we come to the end of yet another successful and busy term, it is
great to note that Mission Heights Primary School continues to remain
true to its vision of providing an innovative, constantly evolving and
personalised education. Few schools can boast the strength of
community, sense of purpose, and clarity of our vision for 'Growing
Excellence Kia Hiranga Ake' that drives us as we continue to sustain
and strengthen our key goals of enabling our students to achieve their
personal best.

Our goal as a school is to continue to provide multiple learning
opportunities for our students so that they have a greater chance of
achieving personal success in all areas of their development
academically, creatively and through their passions and talents.
Pivotal to these various learning opportunities is the effective
implementation of the national curriculum that happens alongside
the scrutiny of our school wide achievement trends and national
standards data. Offering educational opportunities that include visual
and performing arts, use of online and digital tools, sports, outdoor
experiences, science and technology alongside reading writing and
maths certaInly sets our students up for future success from a very
young age.

From 19th of June we will begin having our midyear three way
'Learning Conferences' between every student their parents and their
teacher. The discussion at this triad meeting will focus on the learner
and their next learning goals and how an informed partnership
between school and home will assist in raising each student's
achievement in a range of curriculum areas. To ensure the
effectiveness of our teachers efforts a useful face to face indepth
discussion is critical as we head into the second half of this year. To
succeed in life and at school is as much about attitude as it is about
ability as each student strives hard to do their best with the support of
the adults in their life.

We look forward to your input and involvement with your child's
schooling journey as a priority to attend the coming learning
conferences over the coming weeks. We would also like to
encourage you to see us early if there are any areas of your child's
schooling that may concern you or you may wish to know more about
to better support your child's learning.

Let us work together to ensure all our students believe that they can
achieve personal excellence and most importantly with the support of
their teachers and parents in their primary schooling years it is timely to
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enable them to achieve success with the first steps of their long term
learning goals and aspirations.

I hope you have a restful break and find some time to enjoy family time
and keep warm and well through this winter break. The local libraries
have wonderful books and resources to encourage and promote
students learning and inquiry skills in areas of personal interest to work
on their passion projects. If every child in the school gave some time in
the holidays to their learning, it would certainly help them to grow as
independent learners who feel empowered to self direct their learning
well beyond school.

Kind regards
Veena Vohra (Mrs)
Principal

3 Way Conferences

The 3 way conferences begin on Monday 19th June until Thursday 29th
June. An email has been sent from your child’s teacher with details
about the conference, times available and late nights.

If you have not yet responded with your request for a meeting time
please contact your child’s teacher as soon as possible. Every effort
will be taken to give you the time you have requested, but it is not
always possible.

B ook Fair Week (1923 June)

There is a book fair display in the Meeting Place (next to the Library),
where you can purchase books for family & friends as birthday or
christmas presents!

When a school hosts a Scholastic Book Fair, they bring students,
teachers, families and the community together at their school to
celebrate reading, and raise funds for books and resources for the
school.

The book fair will be open from 8.00am – 8.30am & 3.00pm – 4.30pm
Monday to Friday and a late night on Thursday 22nd June 3.00pm –
7.30pm

E nviro Waste Audit

We collected the waste from 6 learning zones and tabulated it into:
recyclables, compostables, soft plastic and wrappers.

We found 1730g of recyclables, 600g of compostables, 200g of soft
plastics like shopping bags and 10g of wrappers and cling foil. We
were pleased with our findings and would like to thank our community
for making the effort to reduce what goes to landfill. Please remember
to avoid using cling film, instead put your child’s food in small washable
containers.

Plastic bags can be returned to Countdown and the Warehouse,
where they have special collection bins.
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Term Dates 2017

Term 1
31 January 13
April

Term 2
1 May 7 July

Term 3
24 July29
September

Term 4
16 October15
December

Public Holidays
2017

Waitangi Day
6 February

Queen's Birthday
6 June

Labour Day
23 October

Teacher Only Days
6 June
27 November

M akerspace

At the start of Term 2, Mission Heights reopened the
old LZ27 as our brand new makerspace. The idea
behind a makerspace is a place for students to build,
create, construct and explore. A wide range of
resources are housed in the makerspace to allow
students imaginations to run wild as they experiment
with prototyping, soft materials, hard materials and
even robotics! The makerspace is open to all learning
zones to build into their classroom programme and
students from Year 26 also have the opportunity to
use the makerspace at specified lunchtimes. The

space has proved so popular we are now planning to develop a junior
makerspace to allow all students more opportunities.

With this in mind we would welcome any donations of the following:
Old electronics that students can take apart
Fabric  old curtains, linen or clothes that are still in a suitable clean
condition for repurposing
Wood  offcuts of any size
Any other spare building materials

If you have any of the above items and are happy to pass them on,
please send to Mrs Browne in LZ20 or Mrs McAra in LZ7.

M oney Maths @ Market Day

Our team of Year 6 students hosted a market
where they displayed items for sale. The team
actually chose what they wanted to sell that
day. They worked out change with our young
buyers and made sure that everyone was
looked after and had a good time using their
maths skills. 

N etball Field Day

On Tuesday the 13th June we took 36 students to the
Netball Field Day at the Lloyd Elsmore netball courts. 
This year we were excited to be able to enter 4
teams in this event.  Although it rained on and off
throughout the day this did not dampen the students
enthusiasm.  Each team had 6 games over the
course of the day. The year 6A Team won all but one
of their games, with the other 3 teams winning about
half of their games.  A great effort by all!  The
students showed excellent sportsmanship and we
are very proud of the way they all represented
Mission Heights Primary School.

A big thank you to all the parents who helped make this day possible
by coaching teams and providing transport.  These opportunities for our
students wouldn't be possible without you!
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P ositive Parenting 21st Century Challenges
On the 12 June we held an evening seminar around the theme of
Positive Parenting21st CenturyIssues and challenges" with an external
facilitator for our families that was funded by the school. Despite the
RSVP from over 60 parents, to our disappointment the event was not
very well attended. However the feedback received from the 20
parents who attended was very positive with a request for holding
more of such information events that included topics such as
Cybersafety/use of digital devices in education; Fathers role in
education. Our next session for our families will be held on 4th
September. Once the guest speaker is confirmed the information will
be sent timely.

S taff Matters

Farewell to Staff
From time to time staff move schools, cities and even countries due to
personal reasons. We wish to acknowledge the work and commitment
of David Wilcock who will not be returning to MHP next term as he
explores new horizons for personal and professional reasons.

After nearly five years at MHP, David Wilcock (AP) is moving overseas
from next term. After spending a few weeks with his family in England,
he will travel to Hongkong to take up a senior leader position as
Principal’s Advisor in an international school. We wish him well for his
international experience and hope to see him at MHP whenever he
visits Auckland in future.

T ravelwise Speed Camera Initiative

On Monday 12th June, 6 students monitored car speeds around our
school. The police officers working with us pulled over 57 cars of which
30 were over the limit of 40k at drop off time. Most of our community
adhered to the 40k limit so thank you for demonstrating you care
about the safety of our students and driving safely outside our school.

V isual Arts Display (19 June – 30 June)

There will be a Visual Arts display showcasing the skills of our students
across the school's studios during the 3 way conferences. You can view
the art works from 3.00pm – 4.00pm daily. There are 2 late nights
Thursday 22nd & Tuesday 27th from 3.00pm – 6.30pm when the 3 way
conferences are on.

We look forward to seeing all our parents over the 2 weeks to meet
with their child's teacher and celebrate the visual arts works of our
students.

We wish all our families a safe and restful winter break as a busy term 2
comes to an end.




