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"Growing Excellence"

P rincipal's Message

Greetings everyone. With more than six weeks behind us, Term 1 has certainly
been busy and packed with many school activities, parent meetings, field
trips and learning events. During these early weeks, it is an absolute delight
to see our students doing things the MHP way, supporting each other and
taking pride in their school and their personal achievements in their learning
zones at school assemblies and through their leadership and responsibility
roles around the school and in their learning zones.

A lot of time has been spent over these early weeks with staff and student
leaders sharing and discussing what an innovative, constantly evolving and
personalised learning school vision means to us at MHP within an environment
where technology tools are centred around students learning and curricular
needs.

At our staff meeting just this week we looked at all the technologies our
students, teachers and parents have available on their finger tips both at
home and in our school today. Looking at the range available to us today, I
could not help thinking that we are already so close to completing two
decades into this 21st century. So much has changed since those fateful last
few days at the end of 1999 before the dawn of Y2K. At the time dire
predictions were made on the public media about computers crashing, data
being lost and the internet and machineries shutting down as the new
millennium approached the next day.

Since that time, nearly 17 years ago, it has been just the opposite for the
world instead. Technology development has boomed, grown and advanced
exponentially in all fields, giving us tools that continue to bring the world close
for students and adults, we have it in the palm of our hands or our fingertips,
be it information, banking, social and professional networking. The use of
digital technologies in our daily lives today has truly made our world a truly
global community.

Consequently at the start of each year it is a busy time of 'setting the scene'
for all our teachers as they consider the big questions facing the world
today... what do we need to do to prepare our students for this rapidly
changing, technologyrich, interconnected global community? What does it
mean to be literate in today's world? What capabilities will our students need
for their future success?

As educators we know that to efficiently and effectively survive and prosper
in the informationladen future, our learners at MHP will need the crucial skills
of choosing, accessing, using, and applying knowledge to innovate, solve
problems, and think critically about information within a fast developing and
shrinking technological world. With these parameters in place my team it has
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further reinforced my belief that the foundations of delivering a successful 21st
century education is about providing personalised learning opportunities and
increasing participation of communities and families early in students learning.
Only when we do this in a cohesive and aligned way, can we ensure
successful outcomes for more learners across all sectors of education that
result in sustainable economic and educational growth for the future of our
students who are learning at MHP and living in a globally focused city....
'Auckland'.

Thank you for your support in ensuring that together in partnership with you,
we continue to make a difference to the learning and life of every child that
attends Mission Heights Primary School.

Kind regards
Veena Vohra
Principal

D r Seuss Week

What a wonderful week the students and staff have had celebrating the
works and books of Dr Seuss. The week ended with a dress up day by staff
and students.

E nviro – Eastern Beach Clean Up

As a follow up activity to the presentation by Sustainable Coastlines our Enviro
Council were inspired to do a clean up at Eastern Beach. They found a whole
rubbish sack full of bits of plastic, glass, bottle caps, plastic bottles and
cigarette butts. They brought the sack back to school and tabulated it and
vowed to be responsible future citizens.

J LC Trips

The Earth and Forest Studios went on an
expedition of discovery to the Auckland War
Memorial Museum. It was an actioned pack trip
where they heard the Cook Island story of how
Maui caught the fire.  They then had a go at
making their own fire with pieces of wood and a

piece of flint stone.  Unfortunately they weren't
able to make a fire in the short amount of time they had before they had to
raise their invisible paddles and take their invisible waka through the Pacific
Gallery. Here they learnt about the importance of the coconut tree and why
it is called the tree of life. They also had a look through the natural history part
of the museum where they were able to see a range of native bird life and
plants as well as see a real life moa.  It was a great opportunity to learn how
the environment is important to different cultures and how we need to protect
it.

M HP Swimming Carnival

The Mission Heights Primary Swimming Carnival
was again blessed by gorgeous weather and our
keen swimmers enjoyed the coolness of Otara’s
outdoor pools. Our students competed in
freestyle, backstroke and breaststroke, in an
attempt to qualify for the HPPA swim event on 28
March.
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S LC Trips
This year in the SLC our learning is based around ‘The Blue Planet’. In term 1 we
have inquired into how and why people have moved to New Zealand from
different parts of the planet and the PUSH and PULL factors involved. One of
our immersion activities was the SLC visit to the Maritime Museum and our
focus on Immigration and Identity. Working with the educator we explored the
galleries and talked about early Polynesian migration to New Zealand as well
as British migration from the 1840s.

Furthermore, our interest in protecting the ‘Blue Planet’ led to us inviting
Sustainable Coastlines to present ‘Love Your Coast’. Jodi Pretscherer
highlighted how our actions impact our marine creatures and what we must
do to preserve the planet for future generations.

Another part of our extensive Education Outside the Classroom programme
are our ‘Camp’ trips that gradually prepare students for our our Year 6 Camp.
A trip to Sonshine Ranch meant children challenged themselves and took on
new activities such as rock climbing, scaling heights on a rope swing, potholing
underground and swinging through the bush on a flying fox! 

S port

On the 27th of February, MHP got the opportunity to
participate and learn football skills led by coaching
professionals from Football Kidz. Students ran
through drills of passing, kicking and dribbling the
ball. Football Kidz now takes place every
Wednesday after school at 3.30pm. Ask at the
office for more details.

S taff Professional Development

Four teachers attended the Leading Remarkable learning conference where
world famous educationist Sugata Mitra and Sir John Jones were presenting. A
quote that stuck in their minds was "Your comfort zone is pink, fuzzy and warm,
but nothing grows there!' All four teachers have come back buzzing with ideas
and possibilities that they want to explore with their students.

S tudent Leadership Day

On Thursday 2nd March the Student Council
attended a leadership day with Mrs Vohra & Mrs Hill
at the ASB Manukau offices. The students had a
productive day planning for the year and enjoyed
the opportunity to meet and talk to Barbara
Chapman, the CEO of ASB, who came to visit them.

T echnology at MHP

At MHP we remain committed to providing our students with an innovative
learning environment. We continue to invest in technology that will help our
students become great global citizens of the future.

As well as the large investment in chromebooks in 2016, MHP has also
purchased new DSLR cameras and audio equipment for student use. There are
plans this year for a suite of iPads to be purchased to enhance students ability
to film and record their learning.

Technology is integrated throughout students learning. Teachers are using tools
such as Google Classroom to organise learning. Google Docs, Slides and
Gmail are used for collaboration and communication. Mathletics, Reading
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Eggs, and StudyLadder allow for additional practice after learning new skills.
Sites such as Khan Academy allow for systematic selfdriven learning for some
of our learners. Teachers are looking at ways to embed coding into the maths
and integrated studies curriculum. In Term 2 our younger students will get the
chance to learn coding with an external expert.

Our ACE courses include digital technology courses such as Robotics, coding
for juniors and seniors, 3D printing for juniors and seniors, film making,
photography, and building web pages. We are constantly on the lookout for
new options. If you have expertise in digital technology and would be
interested in taking an ACE course please contact the school.

T ravel Wise

Funky Feet on Monday 27th February, started off
our Walking School Bus week on the right note.
Students were invited to join the Walking School Bus
from Stancombe Rd to school. A significant
number of children joined in the fun walk to
encourage students to join a bus. Details are on
our website under community and Travelwise.

Park Safely and Keep Our Kids Safe
This year our school is participating in Auckland Transport’s ‘Safety at the
School Gate’ programme. Drivers who stop in the wrong place to drop off
passengers put the safety of children at risk. Parking officers will be on patrol
outside the school this year and will be issuing tickets to drivers who park
illegally.

The agreed approach is ‘zero tolerance’ – There will be no warnings issued, you
will receive a ticket if you are double parked, parked on yellow lines, or over
someone’s driveway – or for any other vehicle safety offence.

Please park legally to keep our children safe and to avoid being ticketed.

Term Dates 2017

Term 1
31 January 13 April

Term 2
1 May 7 July

Term 3
24 July29
September

Term 4
16 October15
December

Public Holidays 2017

Waitangi Day
6 February

Queen's Birthday
6 June

Labour Day
23 October

Teacher Only Days
6 June
27 November




