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"Growing Excellence"

P rincipal's Message

I would like to welcome you to a very busy and exciting third term of the year
that is packed with many exciting events that include the Boys event, Talent
Quest, HPPA Dance festival, the Koanga Festival and preparing for MHP’s
inaugral Choral Festival for Term 4. All these events are integrated within the
school’s curriculum, trips and learning and information events that reflect a
full and busy school calendar for the final two terms of this academic year.

As I write this editorial, I am reminded of 7 August 2007.....ten years ago this
week when I was first appointed as the foundation Principal of our great
school Mission Heights Primary. The journey to date for me and our young
school has had many highs and lows, local, national and international
achievements, many interesting lessons learned, alongside new and
unfamiliar experiences and challenges that a new school faces in a
pioneering environment that me and my team have overcome.

As some of you who have been here long enough will know, I look at "looking
back" with some skepticism, preferring instead to look ahead wth my mantra
of 60% ahead towards the future and 40% backward to see where we have
come from. And surely in retrospect, there is much to be proud of when I do
look back over the last ten years of my journey to date. Our student numbers
are significantly stable and our community has grown faster than almost any
other new school in our area and possibly across the country too. Importantly
we have done this relentlessly without compromising our school’s
educational vision of providing innovative, constantly evolving and
personalised learning. Our community satisfaction is way up, and our staff
attrition is pretty average for the size of our school especially so among our
leadership teams, project and intervention leaders and our staff which is
reflected in our high performing National Standards results.

Over the years our exposure and professional growth of skills and expertise for
our teachers has gone up consistently, thanks to the great efforts of our
Board of Trustees with the provision of a substantial budget, mentoring by the
senior leadership team, and the efforts of all our staff teachers, admin and
support staff. And today in 2017 we have almost 50 more staff and 600 more
students now than we did when MHP opened in 2009 with a team of 9 that
included 1 admin, 5 teachers, 2 senior leaders and myself and 127
foundation students.

Our aim at MHP is to once again reembrace and refocus our future focused
vision with the new families that have joined us since and bring grassroots
innovation and enthusiasm into everything we work on and believe in
together as a staff and school community that continues to make a
difference to our students primary schooling years.
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Doing so as a forward thinking school community requires us all to reach back
within ourselves to see what we can do next as the adults in our childrens’
lives. We have to continue to be innovative, and create opportunities with a
new confidence without being complacent. And what a fabulous opportunity
is ahead of us with the introduction of the new Digital Technologies strand in
the national curriculum that becomes compulsory from next year for us to
uniquely re position our direction as we delve deeper into the digital/internet
age frontier. No doubt you will hear more about the new digital technologies
curriculum from us at one of our information events.

Thank you in advance for your support for a great Term 3!

Kind regards
Veena Vohra (Mrs)
Principal

C hess Tournament at Point View School

Eight students represented Mission Heights at the Chess Power Chess
Tournament. It was held at Point View School on Thursday the 10th of August.
Students played six games and the Mission Heights A team came nineth out of
twenty four teams. We had a wonderful day, full of concentration and fierce
chess playing.

D ance Festival

We were once again proud to take part in the HPPA
Dance Festival held at Elim Christian College on
Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 August. Representing
MHP were Miss Morse's contemporary group and Mrs
Argano's junior fan dance group. The girls looked
amazing in their stunning costumes and did us all
proud with their brilliant effort.

I CAS Examination Results

Congratulations to the following high achievers for their wonderful results in
the recent ICAS exams;

Science
High Distinction Year 5 Cyril Chen
Distinction Year 3 Lucas Zhong

Year 4 Savreet Kaur
Mysha Ong

Year 5 Taanmay Annappa
William Lee
Obli Shriram Ravi Shankar

Year 6 Kowshi Obliraj
Eric Pan
Dihini Thantrige
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Term Dates 2017

Term 1
31 January 13
April

Term 2
1 May 7 July

Term 3
24 July29
September

Term 4
16 October15
December

Public Holidays
2017

Waitangi Day
6 February

Queen's Birthday
6 June

Labour Day
23 October

Teacher Only Days
6 June
27 November

Digital Technologies
High Distinction Year 5 Cyril Chen

Year 6 Dihini Thantrige

Distinction Year 4 Aashi Golcha
Ian He
Savreet Kaur
Jessica Lang
Mysha Ong

Year 5 Joy Luo
Kowshi Obliraj

Year 6 Vir Makhni
Mouctika Chayanam
Vrinda Chatrathi

Spelling
High Distinction Year 4 Aanya Ashrita

Distinction Year 3 Piya Mohal
Year 4 Anu Gill

Aashi Golcha
Savir Selagan

Year 5 Joy Luo
Josiah Yoong

Year 6 Aryan Barik
Vrinda Chatrathi
Mouctika Chayanam
Annabelle Lee
Eric Pan
Dihini Thantrige
Rashad Wasiullah

M ission Kids Afternoon Tea

Mrs Vohra accepted an invitation from Mission Kids to
attend their termly afternoon tea. Together with a
group of students they had fun decorating and icing
star cookies which were relished by all.
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M oovit Performance
On Thursday 10th August some of the Junior Learning Community learning
zones were invited to the Vodafone Event Centre, for a preview of the musical
production by Onehunga High School called ONE STORY. ONE MOVEMENT.
The performance was choreographed by students, where they showcased
how we can express our ideas, feelings and experiences through music and
dance. It was an outstanding performance with lots of energy and talent. We
had a fantastic time and have returned with heaps of creative ideas and
inspiration for our own Choral Festival in term 4.

N etball

The Mission Heights Primary School netball teams have had
a fantastic season so far this year. We are now just over half
way through the season and we are impressed with the
commitment and progress of all three teams.   It is exciting
to see them grow in confidence each time we take the
court.
The Year 5 netball team and Team 3 (mixed team) are
having a mixture of wins and losses but with each game
they are improving their skills and understanding of the
game dramatically.   The Year 6 Team are currently
unbeaten and have also developed their game significantly this season.
We wish all of our teams the best for the remainder of the season.

O ur visit to Te Pane o Mataoho/Mangere Mountain

During week 2 and 3 the Forest, Earth and Tane
Studios had the great pleasure of visiting Te Pane o
Mataoho (Mangere Mountain).  We had a fantastic
time taking in the natural beauty of the mountain
while doing a volcanic walk/Hikoi Pui around the
mountain developing our understanding of the
Auckland volcanic field and its geological features.
We learnt about how Mangere Mountain erupted

20,000 years ago and we saw one of Auckland's largest scoria cones that sits
106m above sea level.   It was amazing learning about the volcanic eruption
sequence and being able to see the result for ourselves.
 We were able to walk along the crater's rim and see the
lava bombs which were the result of fire fountaining during
the eruption.  We played a game where we had to identify
the different types of lava bombs.  On Mangere Mountain
there are five different types of lava bombs, there are
ribbon, crust, crumb, spindle and cowpat bombs.
  Mangere Mountain has a unique features that is very
special, it has the only Tholoid in the Southern Hemisphere.
  A Tholoid occurs when the magma pushes up but does
not push through the ground but instead it opened up
three fire pits.   It was really amazing to see these geological features for
ourselves and learn more about how the iwi who lived on the Mountain once
lived.
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P roposed Community Arts Centre & Library – Ormiston Town Centre
Have your say on the proposed new library and arts centre to be built in
Ormiston Town Centre  this will be a key community facility so it’s important
to make your voice heard about what you would like in such a place!
Take an online survey in English, Chinese, or Hindi and be in to win one of
three $100 Prezzie Cards. See flatbushconsultation.co.nz for links to the survey
and more information on other events when you can come and learn more.
Come along to our community meeting on Monday 28th August from 6 
7.30pm at the Mission Heights Schools library to hear more and ask any
questions you may have.

S eminar – ‘A Father’s Role in the Education of their Child’

At the Friends and Family meeting on
Monday 31st July, we were fortunate to
have a visit from a leading international
educator who specialises in boys
education. Joseph Driessen has visited our
school on two previous occasions and we
were extremely lucky to have him return again to speak about parenting and
the vital role, we as parents, take in our children's lives. He spoke for over an
hour on how important it is that both parents take an active role in their
child's life, how they both have to work in partnership to best take care of
their child. The life lessons could be applied to both boys and girls all the
parents who attended took away something valuable from the learning
conversation with Joseph Driessen

S ir Peter Blake Young Leaders Award

Congratulations to Eric Pan who received the Sir Peter
Blake's Young Leader Award at last Friday's assembly. As
recipient of this award Eric has demonstrated skills in
leadership, service to the school, is a good role model and
is a great ambassador for the school at events,
competitions and part of the School Council. Well done
Eric!

S upporting your child's bilingualism at home:

What is the importance of your child retaining their bilingualism?

*Your child has a better chance of understanding
you and your family.
*Language is a gift – it is part of their heritage and
culture.
*Your child will feel comfortable in their language
and it will help them have a better understanding
of their own identity and to be proud of it.
*There are more opportunities in education and
employment later on abilingual people are
valuable to employers.

How can you as a parent help?
*Use one language at a time – don't mix language as it can confuse the
child.
*Give your child lots of words and language to enrich their language.
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*Encourage them to only speak their home language at home and English at
school.
*Praise their attempts at speaking their home language – only correct their
mistakes by repeating what they are saying correctly.
*A child will learn English faster and will have a better understanding of the
concepts if they already have a knowledge of the context in their
mother tongue.

*It can be easier to understand new words and concepts if you can compare
them to ones you already know.
*Gift your child your language by speaking it, reading it to them, teaching
your child to write in it and encouraging your child to learn the language
and to use it for themselves.

If you would like to know more about what we do at school to support your
child and how your can support them at home, please refer to the ESOL page
on MHP online and come along to our Family and Friends ESOL Evening on the
4thof September.

S ustainability Orienteering Challenge

Four students Charli McSaveney, Kayla Stewart, John
Nguyen and Adrian Carpenter took part in the
Sustainability Orienteering Challenge on Tuesday the
8th of August. We spent two hours running all around
the Auckland Botanical Gardens, following a map to
complete challenges and answer questions. It was a
fun day filled with a lot of action. John even won a spot
prize!

V isy Recycling Plant Trip

On Tuesday 8th August, LZ 16 and 18 went to the Visy
Recycling Plant in Onehunga where we learnt about
what happens to the recyclable bins once they get
collected and how the recyclables get sorted. We
found out that they collect over 200 trucks worth of
recycling a day! It was definitely an awesome and
educational experience to help us understand
recycling better. A big thank you to our parent
helpers who helped make this day possible.

W elcome to new Staff and Students

At the school assembly today, a whakatau was held to welcome 51 students
and 4 teachers who have joined MHP from Term 2.




