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Kia ora and welcome to the final term of the 2017 academic year.
For some of the students in the Senior Learning Community this will be
their final term at Mission Heights Primary School before they leave to
continue their learning journey in pastures new. This term is the final
chance for the Year 6 students to leave behind a wonderful legacy
and for the Year 5 students to show us why they are the leaders of
the future.  

As we begin Term 4, I feel that we should take the time to celebrate
the many achievements and successes that have happened in Term
3.  There  were  many  different  school  visits  to  the  Visy  Recycling
Centre and to MindLab to name a few. We also had the Prepared
Reading and Speeches, Boys Superhero Breakfast, the school Cross
Country, not to mention all  the exciting learning opportunities that
took place in Learning Zones as well. 

Aryan  in  LZ21  writes  of  his  visit  to  MindLab…...”It  was  a  Monday
morning and I could smell the MindLab as soon as we arrived. I could
smell the sweet scent, like a new Smiggle scented pencil that had
just been unwrapped. It  felt chilly although I knew we would soon
warm up. I could see robots, lights flickering on and off like lightning.
Cars  were  racing  and  hovercrafts  zoomed  about.  This  was  the
MindLab in all its glory”.

In Integrated Studies this term, as part of their learning on ‘The Blue
Planet’,  many  of  the  students  have  been  investigating  ways  to
reduce, reuse and recycle. The students have made great use of the
MakerSpace we have in school and have researched what happens
to the plastic that we are unable to repurpose.

Dylan in LZ24 explains how plastic can be recycled to make thread. 

“After the plastic is smashed and cleaned it is sent to another factory
to be made into the thread. It is then put into another huge machine
that melts it and sieves it through holes which help it to form strong
threads.  The  threads  are  sent  to  a  giant  weaving  machine  that
makes it longer and turns it into a white colour”. 

“Growing Excellence”

    Upcoming Events

23rd October Labour Day
27th October – School  Disco
27th October Market Day
30th October Keeping 
Ourselves Safe Parent 
Meeting
3rd November - MHP 
Athletics Day
6th-8th November Yr 5 Camp
9th November - ACE Open 
Day
10th November Mufti Day
17th November Yr 6 at MHJC
20th - 23rd Choral Festival
27th November Teacher 
Only Day (School Closed)
7th December Year 6 
Graduation Ceremony
8th December Service 
Awards Assembly
11th December End of Year 
Reports online
15th December – Last Day of 
Term 4 (1.00pm finish)



Integrated Studies

This Term in Integrated Studies we will continue to explore our focus
of ‘The Blue Planet'. Most Learning Zones are coming to the end of
their inquiries and will  be evaluating and looking for Next Steps to
take their learning forward. We will also be undertaking the Health
unit  Keeping  Ourselves  Safe  where  the  students  will  explore  self
management  systems  to  keep  themselves  safe  in  a  variety  of
situations.  A parent meeting to further  explain this  programme will
take place on Monday 30th October.

School Uniform 
I  am  hoping  that  Term  4  will  see  some  brighter  weather  so  it  is
essential that the students bring in their school hat to wear. This is a
compulsory  part  of  the  school  uniform  in  Terms  1  and  4  so  it  is
important that your child brings their  hat to school every day. The
SLC students take part in many sporting activities in Term 4 and it is
extremely  important  that  they  have  a  school  hat  to  wear  (plain
black bucket style hat,  not  a cap) to protect them from the sun.
Please make sure the hat has your child's name written inside as we
get many hats left outside or dropped on the floor and without a
name is is impossible to return to the rightful owner. 

As the warmer weather arrives it becomes even more important that
the students have the correct school PE uniform with them everyday.
The students do Fitness  and a variety of  sports  and need their  PE
uniform as  they  get  very  hot  and sweaty  running  about  in  these
activities.  They  also  need  to  have sports  shoes  to  wear  in  Fitness
sessions as school shoes or sandals can become loose when running
and be the cause of accidents. 

Communication 
As you are aware our  school  communication is  via e-mail  so it  is
therefore extremely important that we have an up to date e-mail
address  for  you  as  well  as  a  contact  number  should  your  child
become unwell at school. 

For  any queries  or  issues  regarding your  child,  please talk  to your
child's  teacher in the first  instance. Parents are welcome to come
into  school  but  emailing  is  a  great  way  to  contact  your  child's
teacher when time is short. For longer discussions, we encourage you
to make an appointment.

I would also like to take this opportunity to warmly welcome Mr Bill
McCutcheon to Mission Heights Primary School. Mr McCutcheon joins
us from a local Auckland school and will be teaching in LZ16 for the
rest  of  this  academic year.  He has many talents  including French
speaking and sports. I am sure he will help Mission Heights Primary to
even more sporting victories!

Thank  you  again  for  your  support  and  assistance  with  all  school
activities this year. The SLC students and teachers greatly appreciate
all your help and assistance.

Kind regards
Senior Learning Community Teachers

“Kia Hiranga Ake”


